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Death – why wear a mask? 

Curriculum mapping 

History KS2 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China 

Art and design KS1 

• to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
•  to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  
•  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space  

Art and design KS2 

• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
•  to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range 

of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

English Upper KS2 – writing composition 

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 
the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models 
for their own  

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

• using further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, 
bullet points, underlining] 

Introduction activity 

Ask the class to look at this image. (Larger image provided at end of 
lesson plan) 

Ask the class, do they know who this is? 

It’s the mask of king Tutankhamun an Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th 
dynasty, who ruled c.1332–1323 BC during the period of Egyptian 
history known as the New Kingdom or sometimes the New Empire 
Period. This mask is his death mask and it is famous as it was discovered 
by Howard Carter. 



Share and discuss with the class the information on page 20 of the LGfL Active Worksheet resource where we find out 
more about Howard Carter and his discoveries and how discoveries such as the Tutankhamun tomb inform us about the 
very distant past   

If you have access to devices explain that in the main part of this lesson pupils can access and explore an Egyptian 
archeological site 

• Look again at this image of the mask and ask pupils can they see what material this mask has been made out 
of? 

It’s a very exquisite example of detailed craftsmanship and the mask is 54 cm tall.  

It is made out of two layers of high-karat gold, varying from 1.5–3 mm in thickness, and weighing 10.23 kg.  X-ray 
crystallography has revealed that the mask contains two alloys of gold: a lighter 18 karat shade for the face and neck, 
and 22 karat gold for the rest of the mask.  

The face represents the pharaoh's Tutankhamun standard image, and the same image was found by excavators 
elsewhere in the tomb  He wears headcloth, topped by the royal insignia of a cobra (Wadjet) and vulture (Nekhbet), 
symbolising Tutankhamun's rule of both Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt respectively. The ears are pierced to hold 
earrings, a feature that appears to have been reserved for queens and children in almost all surviving ancient Egyptian 
works of art.  

It contains inlays of coloured glass and gemstones, including lapis lazuli (the eye surrounds and eyebrows), quartz (the 
eyes), obsidian (the pupils), carnelian, feldspar, turquoise, amazonite, faience and other precious stones.  

But why is a mask, that will be hopefully forever buried, so full of gold and jewels and precious expensive materials? 

• Watch this video clip to find out why.  
 

• Discuss how this mask in the video clip is not so ornate and precious as King Tutankhamun’s death mask but we 
find out that gold is used (even if only gold leaf) so that the mummy is seen as a God, as it had gold skin, and 
therefore had a chance of living in the afterlife. 

Main part of the lesson 

Explain that in this lesson you would like the class to design their own mask. 

• Pupils can either design directly into their sketchbook using own ideas or use the death mask template on page 
24 of the LGfL Active Worksheet resource.  

• As more of a challenge, if using the template, explain that if  pupils are only allowed to use 4 colours and no 
colours are allowed to be next to each other, limiting the choice of palette. 

• Pupils can also to write a museum information label in the style of how a museum would label an artefact such 
as 

Name of artefact 
 
Material  
 
Date  
 
Descriptions of artefact  
 
 
Who owns the artefact or who bequeathed it   eg 
 

• Pupils also during the session can If you have access via the AR resource use the LGfL Active Worksheet resource 
and access and explore an Egyptian archeological site on page 20. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fineness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray_crystallography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray_crystallography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alloy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadjet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nekhbet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lapis_lazuli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quartz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obsidian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnelian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feldspar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turquoise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazonite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_faience
https://videocentralhd.lgfl.org.uk/Premium_Watch.aspx?vid=NncCsrcryRFtck


 

Plenary 

• Watch together the video clip located here which shows another of the death traditions of ancient Egypt of 
putting internal organs into canopic jars.  

Discuss the hieroglyphics on this canopic jar that are intended as a spell to wish 
the dead person a happy afterlife but this one has turned into a curse as the 
name of the deceased has been removed.  

Page 14 of the LGfL Active Worksheet resource explains more about 
hieroglyphics. 

• Ask pupils to guess what these hieroglyphics say. A clue is that any 
written word inside an oval cartouche indicates that it is a royal! 

• Use devices and the AR resource to ‘read’ this important royal name. 

NB the AR functionality will work on this inserted image in this lesson plan so 
you could demonstrate the name on the IWB if you had the AR resource.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://videocentralhd.lgfl.org.uk/Premium_Watch.aspx?vid=JKUIeJzWOj9SYb
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